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THE AAGS VISION: To lead the community of geodetic, 
surveying and land information data users through the 21st 
century by developing educational programs, presentations, 
seminars, and workshops on topics related to geodetic 
surveying, and by crafting articles and papers for our 
membership illuminating new technical developments, 
providing insights into their deployment in a cost-effective 
and efficient manner. 
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c/o ACSM 

6 Montgomery Village Avenue, Suite 403 
Gaithersburg, MD 20879 

http://www.acsm.net/aags/index.html 
(P) 240.632.9716   
(F) 240.632.1321 
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The following is the status of 
officers and directors present and 
absent: 

OFFICERS PRESENT 

William Henning - President 
John Hamilton – President-elect 
Curt Smith (senior Director) - Vice-
President 
Dan Martin - Immediate Past President & 
Representative to ACSM Congress 
Ronnie Taylor – Secretary 
Barbara Littell – Reporter Editor 

OFFICERS ABSENT 

Morris Heinzen - Treasurer 

DIRECTORS PRESENT 

Wendy Lathrop 
Curt Smith 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fall 2005 Meeting -- 21 October 2005 – Arlington, VA 
 
MEETING MINUTES -- DRAFT 

��  President Henning called the meeting to order at 8:10 am. 

��  Motion by Dan Martin to approve the agenda – second by Wendy – Motion Passed 

��  Ilse of the ACSM Staff discussed putting SALAIS on-line. After much discussion a motion 
was made by Wendy; MOTION: to vote positive to go on-line with current publications if 
NSPS and GLIS are on board. Second by Dan Martin. Motion Passed. After motion passed 
there was discussion that noted there would continue to be hard copies plus the on-line and 
that individuals should be able to elect to receive the hard copies or only the on-line version. 
It was also noted that all the MO’s may need their on website and someone to maintain the 
site. It cost to design the website and then it has to be maintained. Additional discussion will 
be needed. ACSM will continue to have the e-store, student section and conferences all of 
which will be linked to the MO website. There was also discussion about going to the other MO’s to discuss the 
possibility of working together on the design of the website. It was suggested that Scholarships be used as a way to get 
more student involved with AAGS. 

��  President Henning reported a great need to increase membership as AAGS took a major hit from Life Members. Plans 
are to be more pro active next year. 

��  There was discussion concerning the ACSM Delegates to FIG. Wes Parks, AAGS, has been activate with the 
administrated part of the Congress, but hasn’t received anything from the Congress about the Delegates. It was stated 
that there is a move for the Congress to do less and the MOs do more. 

��  Proposed revisions to the By-Laws are to be in the next mail out of the ACSM Bulletin so they can be voted on at the 
next General Business meeting to be held at the spring conference in Orlando, Florida. 

��  Discussion continued on the Dues – renewal format. It was recommended that the Administrative Committee look into 
this. Several individuals, including some Board Members did not receive their Dues notice, therefore probably losing 
some members just because they did not receive notice. The Membership Committee is to get a list of past members 
that did not renew and contact them about their membership. 

��  Wendy Lathrap provided examples of the AAGS Brochures. There are two different types the Geodesy side and GIS 
side. There was discussion on what the new NSPS folder looked like but also that they spent a lot on their material. 
Wendy will take a look at the NCEES disk for NSPS and work on the AAGS Brochure. 

��  There was some discussion on the terms of the AAGS Representative to the ACSM Congress. The discussion ranged 
from an unlimited term to a limited term of 1 year and 2 years so there would always be continuity in AAGS 
representation on the Congress. This discussion will continue at the spring meeting. 

���  John Fenn, incoming President of the ACSM Congress addressed the Board. Incoming President Fenn stated that he 
was looking forward to a strong ACSM through the MOs. It was noted that Incoming President Fenn, just like the 
ACSM and MOs value education very much. 

���  Mr. Curt Sumner, ACSM Executive Director, addressed the Board. Mr. Sumner discussed FIG and that an ACSM 
forum should be established instead of having each MO try to become a member. This way there would be one (1) 
invoice from FIG to be shared by the MO’s based on membership. There would be two individuals from each MO on 
the FORUM. They are looking for Head of Delegation of Forum. John Hohol and Steve Frank were mentioned as 
Head of Delegation since both have a long history with FIG. It was noted that the Delegates would decide who would 
be the Head of Delegation. Funding will come from the MO’s.  President Henning told Mr. Sumner that Wes Parks 
and Dan Martin are the Representatives to the Forum from AAGS. Mr. Sumner mentioned the exhibit at the Library of 
Congress and recommended that everyone take a tour if they had time. The conference in Orlando will be a joint 
conference with URISA and ASPRS and is hoping this will be the beginning more joint conferences. 
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���  The Board continued discussion on the FIG. It was noted that the MOs would be paying for the membership and 
support of delegates to attend meetings. There are 2 meetings a year at a cost of about $2500 a meeting. AAGS is 
interested in Commission 2 and Commission 5. It was discussed that the Representatives have two tasks, one to 
investigate the cost and two to develop cooperative activities with other groups such as Geomatics. MOTION: To 
recommend Steve Frank as Head of Delegation. Motion made by Curt Smith and second by Dan Martin. Motion 
Passed. 

���  The Administration Committee was assigned the task of looking into Chapter Membership and where they would fall 
within the membership categories. Also, to look into any changes that might be needed to the Constitution and By-
Laws for different categories. 

���  Barbara Littell reported that the AAGS Newsletter was on track for two a year with the next one being prior too or just 
after Christmas. The Newsletter will be emailed to everyone and also put on the website. Wes Parks suggested this be 
another task of the Administrative Committee to establish a listing of email address to be in the same data base. This 
would make it easier to maintain. 

���  There was no discussion on the budget since an actual budget had not been received from HQ and Morris was not in 
attendance due to the Hurricanes. 

���  There was discussion on Committee activities and stated that all committees need to be more active and have more 
member involvement. The Administrative Committee was charged to establish Policy and Charges for each of the 
Standing Committees. 

���  The slate of candidates for election is: John Hamilton – President; Steve Briggs and James Riley – President Elect; 
Barbara Littell and Edward Carlson – Director 

���  Government Programs – It was suggested to use the Newsletter to announce changes or updates to NGS programs 
such as OPUS. Also, there was discussion on the fact that the USACE and FEMA were moving to NAVD 88. 

���  There was discussion on Geodetic Licensing and some of the concerns by other organizations and if AAGS should 
have a position statement. John Hamilton will draft something up to be discussed at the spring meeting in Orlando. 

���  There was a request for sponsorship in Orlando for a workshop from a member. After some discussion it was 
recommended that the President contact the member to find out the content of the workshop and what the member is 
looking for as sponsorship. 

���   Wendy Lathrap and Ronnie Taylor are to put together an emergency action plan. 

���  The next meeting of the AAGS Board will be April 24, 2006 in Orlando, Florida. 

���  MOTION: To adjourn made by Dan Martin and second by Wendy Lathrop. Passed  
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The following persons, by 
member organization, were 
present: 

UNKNOWN 
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Fall 2005 Meeting – 21 - 24 October 2005—Arlington, VA  

 

Meeting minutes were not submitted for publication in this newsletter 

The next meeting is to be in April 2006 during the ACSM Annual Conference held in Orlando, 
Florida.  
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Fall 2005 Meeting   
 
No meeting was held by the ACSM Council of Sections since the last publication of this 
newsletter.  

The next meeting is to be held April 2006 during the ACSM Annual Conference held in Orlando, 
Florida. 
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The last newsletter 
(introducing a new format) had 
a few people asking, Isn’t the 
newsletter too long to print?  

The short answer is that 
you can print as little or as much 
as you want. And, that we have 
tried to keep the newsletter very 
computer-reader-friendly, 
meaning that you may never 
have to print out a copy.   

Think of this newsletter as 
having two formats: The 
electronic version and then a 
print version.  

The first format, electronic, 
means that we can put in tons 
of content and make it look 
wonderful without any worry 
about mailing costs. You can 
read the newsletter without ever 
printing a hard copy; and you 
have the flexibility to view at any 
size that suits you (for example, 
on page 13 of this newsletter 
zoom in at 200% for a closer 
look at the notes on the back of 
the Historic Corner photos.)  

The print format depends 
completely on the reader. You 
might print (a) the whole thing, 
(b) any individual page, or (c) a 
range of pages.  

After choosing Print  you 
can then specify a Print  Range. 
(See the illustration at the top 
right of this page, which shows 
a print range that will print just 
pages 5 to 13 . . . which in this 
particular newsletter are all the 
pages with articles.) 

You even have control of 
the print quality. By selecting 
Properties  from the Print 
Window  you can then choose an option like Draft  for 
a quick print that saves ink. Also, you can print a 
black-and-white version, since most Advanced  
settings allow you to print without color by choosing 
an option like “black ink only ” or “grayscale .”  

Preparing the newsletter to make printing 
convenient and flexible, meant we focused on 
keeping pages and stories both sequential and 
concurrent. (Unlike the typical newspaper or 
magazine that breaks a story apart and spreads it  

 
along several disconnect pages.)  We also tested 
printing on a number of printers to see what would 
happen (for example, some printers print to the edge; 
while other chop off ¼ to ½ of an inch along the 
perimeter); and we were careful then to not put text 
near the edge of pages.  

So, give the newsletter (on your computer) a 
quick scan and then if you want have a hard copy you 
can print just those pages. Whatever you do, please 
enjoy and give us your thoughts.  
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